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It's important that the physical spaces, both indoor and outdoor, in your service are inclusive and
accessible to all children. The way your service environment is set up should encourage all children to
come together to use, and feel comfortable using, all the available spaces - from the sandpit, to the
dramatic play area, to the construction corner.
 

E N C O U R A G I N G  C H I L D R E N

Change up the home corner- instead of a
traditional kitchen, why not make it a
restaurant, a camping setting, or 

Do your dress ups offer a good mix of options
for all children? Think hats, jackets and large
material scraps rather than fairy and princess
dresses

Mix up the block area – instead of pairing
blocks with trucks and construction outfits, try
including animal and people figures, ribbons
and scarves to inspire new types of play

What kind of dolls are in your place space or
dolls house? Are there both boy and girl dolls?
Are there dolls of different ages and
ethnicities?

If you’ve noticed differences in the ways different
genders engage with the spaces in your service,
it’s time to think about the changes that you can
make to encourage all children to use all the
available spaces.
 
Here are some examples:
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If you hear comments such as ‘boys aren’t
allowed to play with the dress ups’ or ‘she can’t
come in here, it’s boys only!’, sometimes simply
asking ‘why?’ is enough to help children to think
about their beliefs around gender, and consider
whether those beliefs are fair. 
 
You might like to have a discussion, one on one,
or in group time, about kindness, fairness, and
letting everyone play in the ways they choose (so
long as they’re not hurting others, of course)
 
You might even like to choose a book to read at
group time that helps to guide this discussion -
see the Read section on the Level Playground
website for some great book suggestions

L O O K I N G  A T  Y O U R  S P A C E S

Often one space may be dominated by children of
a particular gender- for example, girls might use
the dramatic play area, while boys use the
construction area.
 
Have a look around your service and see what you
notice. Do all children feel comfortable coming
together in all of the spaces? Why or why not?
 
 Ask the children if there's a particular reason - the
answers might surprise you, and even help prompt
a discussion around stereotypes.
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