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This checklist will help you select photos and images
that challenge gender stereotypes. Gender stereotypes
make generalisations, assumptions and judgements
about a child's personality, behaviour, appearance,
skills and interests (OurWatch). Examples include: all
girls like playing with dolls and all boys like playing with
trucks. Stereotypes can be harmful, as they can impact
on the way children develop, think and feel about
themselves, and how they interact with others.
This checklist can help you select photos and images
when developing resources and promotional material
such as websites, brochures, posters and flyers.

1. Complete the checklist by placing a tick in the ‘yes’ or
‘no’ column for each question.
2. Some questions might not fit with or apply to the image.
In this case, just write an ‘N/A’ next to the criteria.
3. If an image is appropriate, it will have more ‘yes’ ticks
than ‘no’ ticks.
4. An image is not appropriate if it has more than two ‘no’
ticks.
5. If you need further assistance on making a decision
about an image, feel free to contact Level Playground at
contact@levelplayground.org.au.

Try your best to select images with lots of ‘yes’ ticks. If an image does get a ‘no’ tick, consider using
multiple images to ensure this important criteria is represented in your resource/end product. 
 

How to use this checklist:About this checklist:

Roles/Activity
Does the image challenge gender roles?
Is it clear that children are not restricted to traditionally 'feminine’
and ‘masculine’ activities and interests?
 
I.e. Girls playing with trucks, boys playing with dolls. 

Activity                                                                                                  Yes      No      Comments 

Roles/Activity
Do colours challenge gender stereotypes?
I.e. Are girls dressed in colours other than pink, are boys dressed in
colours other than blue?

Colours                                                                                                 Yes       No      Comments 

Roles/Activity
Is diversity represented in the image?

cultural background
family types
ability/disability
age ranges
body shapes and sizes

Diversity                                                                                                Yes      No       Comments 

Roles/Activity
Are all genders equally distributed across the fore and background?

I.e. Are girls included in the foreground or are only boys up front?

Composition (framing)                                                                         Yes      No        Comments 
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Tips:

If you can’t find the image that you need, you may
need to develop your own. This doesn’t have to be an
expensive task as good quality photos can be taken
with a phone device these days.
It can be overwhelming choosing an image and the
last thing you want is to be trawling through page after
page of irrelevant images. When searching for images,
try to use words that promote gender equity such as
active girls, girls climbing, boys dancing, boys singing
and children playing together.

If appropriate, select images from the Lean In
Collection. 

LeanIn.Org and Getty Images have teamed up to create
the Lean In Collection—a library of thousands of creative
images devoted to the powerful depiction of women and
girls, families of all kinds, and men as caretakers as well
as earners. The images are updated monthly and can be
found both on Getty Images and iStock by Getty Images.
Their goal is to shift perceptions and incorporate authentic
images of women and men into media and advertising.
The gallery can be accessed here: https://leanin.org/getty.

Negative examples:

Positive image examples:
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